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PURPOSE

Healthcare is moving toward an increase in interprofessional collaborative practice
(ICP) as a goal of enhancing quality of care.! Optometry should not be exempt. To
our knowledge, there are no studies examining the understanding of optometric
scope of practice by health professional students (HPS). The purpose of this study
was to determine what various HPS currently understand about the scope of practice
of optometry and their perceived confidence in that knowledge.

METHODS

443 students aged 20 to 45 (M=24.26, SD=+3.35) years completed an optional
paper survey. The survey was distributed during a single course lecture given to a
combined group of first year osteopathic medicine, dental medicine, and pharmacy
students in the winter quarter of 2015 at Midwestern University in Downers Grove,
Illinois. Without external aids, HPS were given S minutes to answer questions
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